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Forty-five years ago




Four technological revolutions in forty-five years

Computers and software

The Internet

Mobile phones

Artificial Intelligence

.............
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1. Computers and software
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Computers run all aspects of our lives today
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2. The Internet
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My journey: PhD research in electronic commerce
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Now, it is hard to imagine life without Internet access
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3. Mobile phones
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My journey: witness to widely deployed technologies
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Today, mobile phones are universal
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The smartphone is ubiquitous, addictive and transformative
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4. Artificial intelligence
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Al will transform how we live, work, and play
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Technological revolutions bring new concerns

Bad actors subvert or circumvent a technology towards their own ends
— Cybersecurity

A technology can leak people’s private information
— Privacy technologies, law, public policy, ...

Someone can intentionally or unintentionally use a technology to cause harm
— Ethics, philosophy, ...
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Ethical concerns with Al

Unaligned Al

Al alignment

Article Talk

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

In the field of artificial intelligence (Al), Al alignment research aims to steer Al systems toward a person's
or group's intended goals, preferences, and ethical principles. An Al system is considered aligned if it
advances its intended objectives. A misaligned Al system may pursue some objectives, but not the
intended ones.[!]

It is often challenging for Al designers to align an Al system due to the difficulty of specifying the full range
of desired and undesired behaviors. To aid them, they often use simpler proxy goals, such as gaining
human approval. But that approach can create loopholes, overlook necessary constraints, or reward the Al
system for merely appearing aligned.[2]
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Al-enabled fraud
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Takeaways

You will live through (and shape!) more technological revolutions

https://medium.com/@asokan.public/promises-and-

They will have similar concerns: calls for a wide range of expertise  oisisotiecmosicarevoiions-2dcess eszs

— technologists, lawyers, teachers, journalists, policy makers, poets, ...
Equip yourself with the right knowledge and skills: depth but also breadth

Trinity inculcates the importance of a rounded education: Build on it!
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